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Speakers and Subjects 

 

 

Eric Hamp is our International Speaker this year. 

 

Eric dreams big. He wants to impact every part of a child’s world 

with the gospel. “I’d like to see a fingerprint of our children’s 

ministry in the kids’ sports, schools, homes, neighbourhoods, and 

hobbies.” He wants to reach kids through media and wants to 

mobilize families into taking short-term mission trips. This big-

picture thinking comes in handy for Eric’s role as global focus 

director for the International Network of Children’s Ministry. 

Through INCM, he leads training teams events worldwide and 

speaks at conferences, he emphasizes that children are the 

church of today, not just the church of tomorrow. 

Special Events and Outreaches: opens your eyes to the possibilities you can create with the 

children you minister to. 

Creative Object Lessons: This is an exciting and memorable to get your message over to the 

children in your sphere of influence. A message they can take away and share with others. 

Games that Teach: When the children have been involved in a game they are open to listen 

to the message they learnt while taking part, it is a fun way to create an attentive audience. 

Leading Children into God’s Presence: Teaching children to worship helps them develop a 

relationship with God and it also prepares them to live a life of victory in the spiritual realm. 

Young children are ready to jump into the lap of Jesus. We can spend too much time trying 

to turn them into little adults who know all the rules of conduct by being in the presence of 

Jesus they won’t be bored, and He is very willing to touch them!  

 

Natasja B: Open Doors Ministry 

She raises awareness about the persecuted Church through various 

testimonies and video clips, challenging the children to know that 

they can each make a difference through prayer, as well as 

supporting various projects of Open Doors. Natasja has travelled 

extensively to various closed countries and share first hand 

experiences of the people she has met and some lessons she had 

learned. 

Walking in the shoes of persecuted Christians 



 

2 

 

Natasja is an enthusiastic leader who inspires the children and young people with whom she 

works, with her love and passion for them, as well as the persecuted Church. 

 

Roger Cloete:  Highway AOG: 

Roger heads up the youth and children’s ministry at Highway AOG 

Church in Edenvale. I have never found someone so full of ideas and 

suggestions to help you in your children’s ministry. Don’t miss his 

session. 

The Theology of Fun  
Fun is not the goal but the vehicle to learning more about God. 

In order to have any good theological conversation you have to be serious. How silly is that? 

Whenever I am around a child, I have a personal goal: to make them smile or laugh. I love seeing kids 

laugh and smile. It’s like they are wired to do so. And for so many of us, we love to see kids smile, laugh 

and to have fun. 

What happened between being a child and now? Why are we not laughing as much?  
 

Mmatshepo Rebecca Molubi: Hatfield Christian Church   

Is a volunteer at Hatfield Christian Church. I she serves as Director: 

Registration for Children for God (C4G). 

The Ripple Effect 

Like the small waves from a stone on water, we can see a ripple effect in 

ministry as it relates to kids and church.  In order for parents to be 

engaged, churches determined they needed to have the kids engaged, too. 

What you do will affect the church. 
 

Hayley Walker: All That’s Kids   

Hayley is Mother of two beautiful children, Children's Pastor for 10 

years, Director of All that's Kids focusing on Children's Safety in 

Schools, Churches and events.  

Introduction into Protective Behaviours. To prevent child abuse and by 

providing greater awareness and understanding we hope to minimize this 

problem as well as providing the tools and strategies for individuals, 

organizations, parents, families and communities to address and deal with 

these issues.  

Sexploitation  is defined as a commercial transaction that involves the sexual exploitation of a 

child, such as the prostitution of children and child pornography may 

involve coercion and violence against children as well as offering the sexual services of children 

for compensation, financial or otherwise.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_exploitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostitution_of_children
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_pornography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coercion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence
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Delicia Bridger: 4D Ministries 

4D Ministries, Delicia has been ministering to children since 1993, 

teaching life skills and Biblical principles. Training Children’s Ministry 

workers and Team Development.  Delicia is one of the directors for Royal 

Family Kid’s camp for abused and neglected children. 

Are You Giving Information or Causing Transformation  

Grow your ministry by using a different approach to help children and 

their families transform to be more Christ like and have a better relationships. 
 

 

 

Louis and Charnè Nel: Hatfield Christian Church:  

Louis heads up the Children’s Ministry at Hatfield church with 

his wife Charnè 

Reaching Communities within Communities.  

How to identify children and people not yet reached by the local 

church and creating space for them. Special focus on special 

needs children creating groups, integration and parent support.  

One thing that cannot be overstated is the importance of 

developing a unique approach and relationship with each child. 

There is no cutter way to serve everyone in a special needs 

ministry.   

 

 

Raymond Nell: Mosiak 

Raymond has been the Children’s and Family Pastor at Mosaiek Church 

Randburg for the last 4 years. Before that, he worked at a mega Church 

in Australia and at Word and Life Church as Children’s Pastor for 16. He 

is married to Bonita and they have two children,  

Helping kids of all ages connect with God by knowing how they learn 

about God 

 

Kenny Killian: Familietyd 

Kenny has been involved in Children and Youth ministry for over 10 

years. He is passionate about teaching children effectively. He is a 

wonderful speaker this year he is focusing on: 

The Power of a Team. 

What can you as a ministry team do to maximize the impact of 

reaching kids. 

Together We Serve The Children Better! 
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Tanya Simpson : Heartreach 
Tanja has extensive experience in public speaking and presenting.  She 

has spoken to thousands of teenagers on the choices they need to make 

around sex. She has gained enormous insight into teenage issues which 

make her presentations both informative and interesting. 

What to Tell Children about Sex, Aids and Abstinence  
Discussions around changes in your body, decision making, sex and 

boundaries. Our teenagers are lost as they are not getting direction 

from parents, teachers and other role-models in their lives.   

 

 

Gail and Neville Fannin: Jacksons Ridge 

This couple mentored with the Corbin’s from Jackson’s Ridge 

then felt the call into full-time children’s ministries.  They 

served for 13 years on pastoral staff at two large churches. 

They have a wealth of experience they are gifted 

communicators, excellent trainers and engaging children’s 

ministry presenters.  

Praise and Worship 

Cute kids songs just don’t make the grade for kids these 

days.  Kids are crying out to be ushered into the presence of 

God through praise & worship.  Leading it is a vital part of 

preparing the kid’s hearts to receive the Word.  

Teaching Toddlers 

A child learns 95% of all he is going to learn in the first 7 years of their life.  For some 

unknown reason, the church has decided to wait until a child is 4 years old before they share 

the gospel with them.  Start today by learning basic principles for teaching toddlers. 

Puppetry 

This is just an introduction into puppetry just a taste so that you can enrol in a course at 

Jacksons Ridge. It is the most amazing way to get a message across to children. 

 

Glenalea Viljoen: Christian Family Church 

Glenalea has degrees in counselling so she is well qualified to help you in 

this subject.  

How to Council Children:  

How to let children express themselves and help them come to terms 

with what they are dealing with. 
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Jacques and Lizzy von Bommel: Reaching a Generation. 

Jacques and Lizzy are favourite speakers and have been with us 

almost since the inception of the Children’s ministry Conference, 

they are Children's Ministers at heart with more than 22 years 

of experience in ministry and always willing to share what they 

have learnt with others.  

Games 

Welcome to the exciting world of fun and games in the 

classroom. Come and learn how to use games and experiential 

learning to teach in a different way where children will retain 

most of what you've taught in a fun and exciting way. Come and 

learn about low prop games where you don't need a lot to be able teach different topics to 

children. Connect games with teaching topics and change the way you do children's church.  

Engaging in media and theology in your children's church Media and technology remains one 

of the biggest influencers in your children's lives. Come and learn how you can access the 

world of open source where we have resources and materials available for you to start clubs, 

help run your children's church and disciple the children on difficult topics. Come and enjoy a 

session with us as we give away a full blown 13 episode Christian TV series that can be used 

on the web as part of your teaching in your Sunday school or as an outreach tool in the 

schools.  

Child Theology 

Know what you believe as a children's worker and leader and teach that to your children. 

Child Theology or the Theology in your children's ministry is probably one of the areas we 

invested the least in. Come discover the aspects in children's ministry that are some of the 

most difficult topics to grapple but some of the most important to invest in your child's life. 

Areas such as:  water baptism, communion, baptism in the Holy Spirit, changing a mindset of 

poverty to a mind-set of giving, cultural practices that we need to challenge in order to 

create or make a new culture according to the word. How to approach fundraising in your 

children's church where you are not begging but creating opportunities, etc. 

 

Margaret Janeke. Reach for life, no regrets 

I spent my life in Education and hold a Masters from the University 

of Auckland. However, only a journey of pain, suffering and sacrifice 

could prepare me for my current calling, one that my flesh questions 

but my spirit surrenders to.  

The Beauty of Brokenness - The expansion of the soul 

The talk will deal with love, anger, forgiveness, attitude and choices. 

My aim is to liberate young people to love God, their neighbour and 

themselves. To overcome self-pity and unforgiveness and make choices that count for a 

legacy. 
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Michael Olivier Maranatha  

Michael is the Children’s Pastor at Maranatha. He heads up the 

Children’s ministry in this very large church. He is always willing to 

share his wealth of experience with others. 

Planning for a More Effective Ministry  

Many churches have expressed difficulty in developing a strategic 

plan for children’s ministry.  Michael will help you identify their 

strengths, weakness, opportunities and challenges and set goals for 

effective ministry to children and families.   

 

Mandy Agrella: Bryanston Methodist Church  

Mandie is now a family counsellor at Bryanston Methodist she used to head 

up the children’s ministry there. 

The Wordless Message 

This is one of the most effective ways to present the Gospel to children it 

makes the Truth of the Gospel very simple.  It is the timeless message that 

is so effective. 

 
Zelna van der Merwe: Veranderde Lewens  Church 

Zelna is the head of children’s ministry at Veranderde Lewens 

(Roodepoort) for the past 5 years.  

More than just Hands 

How to care for and keep your volunteers. 

To keep your valued volunteers actively involved, recognition and appreciation 

are key! Volunteers are more likely to quit an organization if they feel 

unappreciated.  

Write it on Their Hearts 

Revision of lessons and memory verses in a fun way 

 

Xana McCauley: Rhema’s Hands of Compassion 

After arriving in South Africa as a refugee Xana and her husband 

Alan started Hands of Compassion is a Christian community. It all 

began in February 1987 when they decided to live out their 

understanding of the full gospel to fulfil a three-fold vision: Recovery 

– Restoration – Reconciliation.  

Called to Help One Another 

Xana has a gender curriculum her teaching will revolve around is issue 

she will have material available for you to purchase. 
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Jean Geerthsen: Evergreen Parenting 

Jean is married to Klaus and has 3 sons. She also has a degree in Psychology 

and various diplomas in Youth and Children’s ministry and has held various 

positions as a Youth Pastor and Children’s pastor for the last 20 years and 

facilitator and trainer for Evergreen parenting  

Communicating with kids – leading children to Christ 

Today people often think children somehow become Christians by osmosis. 

But God has no grandchildren—growing up in a Christian home doesn't make 

you a Christian. Each person must make his or her own decision. 

 

Sva Waqu: Calvary Methodist 

Sva was born in the Eastern Cape, Mount Frere into a Methodist 

family. He is married with three children. He is an ordained ministry 

for 9 years. Currently Pastor Calvary Methodist Church.  

Ministering to Children is bringing about the Full Kingdom  

My topic explores the Kingdom of God as distorted without its full 

diversity including children. We need to minister to children not only 

as we know the world, but allow them to explore the world and faith as 

they see these concepts. Discipleship is not only what it is, but also a 

possibility beyond the present. Come let us find ways of bringing possibilities as we deal with 

realities, to bring about the Full picture of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

 

Lucas Baloyi : Dramatic Storytelling 

Dubbed the 'one man drama' Lucas is an award-winning actor from 

South Africa, also proclaims the Good News through performances 

such as Christian comedies, Story-Telling, poems, and speeches.  

He can bring alive the essence of biblical stories, including 

forgiveness, acceptance, and assurance, for those seeking to know 

what God's grace and forgiveness can mean to them. 

Drama in Storytelling 
Drama is a method of presenting Bible truths in a contemporary 

story format. 

Storytelling is such a powerful medium to communicate with children. 

A great story can give a child a realistic picture right from their own 

imagination that can last forever. 

Storytelling is a great way to teach the children about Jesus without spending a lot of money 

on supplies or materials. All you need is yourself. 
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Yvonne Ghavalas: Calvary Methodist Church (Jhb only) 

With a background in Social Work, Psychology, Education and Practical 

Theology, as well as the life experience of helping a teen and tween 

connect with God on a daily basis, I am passionate about building bridges 

between the spiritual formation of children and adults through all-age 

worship events, mentoring, and parenting courses and seminars. I currently 

serve as a minister within the Methodist Church within a large, suburban, 

multicultural community. 

Schrödinger’s Box 

You won’t know what is true or false, right or wrong, loving or judgmental, 

good or evil until you open the box. It is only by opening the box of today’s Christianity – as 

we each have come to learn it – that you find out the truth. 

The question is, are we willing? 

God is more than able to reveal truth to you, through the word and through the Spirit of God 

inside you.  The truth about God’s heart, the teachings of Jesus, the heart of the Gospel. 

Or is it scary to open the box because we feel we need to somehow protect God? 

But does God need our protection?? 

 

 
 

 


